SAHARA FOREST PERMACULTURE PROJECT

MOROCCO
1. INVITES YOU
1. TO A SPECIAL ALL-DAY EVENT
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1. SATURDAY OCTOBER 1
1. DUNMANWAY, WEST CORK
1. Earth turns to gold in the hands of the wise
1. Rumi
1. RSVP CONTACT
1. andy@saharaforest.org
1. SAHARA FOREST
1. PERMACULTURE DESIGN COURSE
1. FEBRUARY 2012
1. الأغاني الصحراوية
1. الصحراء الكبرى الغابات
1. معهد الزراعة المعمرة من المغرب
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1. Igourdane

1. Tadla-Azilal

1. Morocco

1. Ait Attab is a tribal area in the region of Tadla-Azilal, in the High Atlas Mountains in central Morocco, close to the Sahara desert.  It has a similar climate to inland south-eastern Australia. Deforestation, dried riverbeds, land degradation flash floods, erosion and water scarcity are of real concern and the deep terracotta-coloured earth is dusty and parched.

1. We will be hosting our second annual Permaculture Design Course on the site,  February 2012
We're organising an all-day event in West Cork to present the Sahara Forest permaculture project and discuss our plans to build a permaculture centre and begin the rehabilitation of the Igourdane Valley watershed.  

We'll be sharing our wider vision for the future of North Africa.  This is a fantastic opportunity to hear more about how we're going to restore the Igourdane Valley watershed.  To stop the erosion, and prevent the loss of topsoil, the swales will also be planted with native trees including:  Argan, Holm oak (Quercus ilex), cork oak (Quercus suber), argan (Argania spinosa) and Saharan acacias (Acacia spp.), cedar (Cedrus spp.), thuya (Tetraclinis articulata), juniper (Juniperus spp.), pine (Pinus spp.), Atlas cypress (Cupressus atlantica) and fir (Abies spp). 
We're inviting people to attend a social event on the Saturday night after the presentation, where we'll have a traditional Berber dinner with Moroccan music.   You'll have the opportunity to meet with Aziza Amezane, a local woman from the Berber village in the Igourdane Valley, where the course will be held in February.  There will be plenty of opportunity to network and we welcome your thoughts and ideas. 
For those people who prefer to relax and enjoy the evening and don't want to travel back late on Saturday, accommodation will be provided. This is an Irish initiative, and many people in Ireland have expressed an interest in the project.  There will be no charge for this event.  However, we will be accepting donations towards the project.

Project Background
Igourdane is a remote valley, rarely visited by outsiders and is 10 km from Al Garage, the main town of Ait Attab. The last generation of what was once a thriving and resilient community is slowly dying out due to lack of work, deforestation, land degradation and the migration of the young to cities and abroad has had a devastating effect on the community.  There is a severe shortage of water from Spring to Autumn.
This mountainous region has few roads and no telephone service. The people there presently have many problems, largely due to their isolation as well as a severe lack of water for most of the year. They have to carry water for drinking, each day, sometimes as much as ten kilometres. Firewood for cooking and water
sterilisation is scarce and collecting it causes further erosion of the land. The ability and power of local people to organise and be self-sufficient is greatly hindered by not having means of communication over the large remote areas of their habitation.

Sahara Forest Project Vision

The vision of the Sahara Forest project is to regenerate the degraded land, rehabilitate the watersheds and restore the Sahara Desert to a thriving, fertile, productive region, using the permaculture approach. The project was started in 2009 by Andy Homer of Tribal Networks who bought a piece of land in the Igourdane Valley, a remote valley in North-Central Morocco on the edge of the Sahara Desert. Andy organised the first permaculture design course on the site in the spring of 2010.   The project was presented at the 2011 All-Ireland Permaculture Gathering in Wicklow by Sarah Franklyn.  
Phase I:  1-3 years

As part of Phase I of the project, the next step is to host the 2nd Annual Permaculture Design Course in February 2012, where we will build a school for local children with a permaculture center as part of the PRI's 'Permaculture Centers Worldwide' vision. Initially, we'll drill a borehole to avoid using the local scarce water, and to save local people having to walk up to 10 km (each way) to get clean water. 
In collaboration with local people, we will establish the Permaculture Institute of Morocco, Atlas.
In its business enterprises, PIMA  strives to accomplish the following objectives: 

Restoration of the Sahara desert environment through the application of the permaculture systems

Establish the Headquarters of the Permaculture Institute of Morocco in the Atlas (PIMA) in the local main town of al Garage, which will encompass accommodation for visitors and permaculture students interested in working with the project
Create a 25-year master plan of 5-year phases for the Sahara forest & permaculture education centre.  This plan will also include bringing the three national parks into a permaculture system of management. 
Work with the Moroccan government to integrate with their existing forestry projects

Establish relationship with UN projects in the region
Establish a collaborative partnership with the University of Agadir for research

Phase II:  2-5 years

In Phase II 2012, of the project, we will restore the valley using gabions, swales and judicious planting. This will hold in water and stop the drought and soil erosion, which will serve as an example Phase III of the project, which will be the development of an edible forest and riparian corridor linking the Western High Atlas National Park to Zaida National Park, a distance of a few hundred miles, that will enable the development of new markets and Fair Trade initiatives for the Berber tribes and farmers of the Sahara Desert.  
An essential part of this will be the development of several garden nurseries at intervals between the national parks.  We intend to make a proposal to the Moroccan government to start our tree-planting project inside the boundaries of the two National Parks.  We aim to see the new Sahara forest project designated as a national park that will help to promote eco-tourism and our high-quality organic brand of products from the forest throughout the region.
Phase III:  3-10 years
In partnership with local farmers, producers, vendors, consumers and PIMA, we will help to:

 
Establish an active farmer cooperative 


Develop a top quality brand of certified organic/Fair Trade food products, cosmetic and eco-

tourism initiatives


Develop and build markets for the distribution of the newly-created Sahara desert forest brand

 products including, argan products, cork, almond, pistachio, apricot, barley, citrus, avocado,

 olive products, saffron, essential oils, rose, myrrh, oak, cedar, pine, juniper, cypress, fir,

pomegranate
